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China: U.S. Obstacle to Superpower Status 



U.S. Representative Floyd D. Spence (R-SC). Chairman of the House National Security Committee, 
today welcomed the release of a report "Selected Military Capabilities of the People's Republic of China," as 
the clearest official acknowledgment to date thai China views the United States as the greatest obstacle to its 
ambition to become a great power and that China is developing the military capabilities needed to achieve its 
goal. 

"Chinese leaders have said that we are the enemy and stand as the major roadblock checking their 
desire to dominate East Asia," said Spence. "This report, though couched in careful bureaucratic language, 
admits as much. It also icvwds that die Chinese understand the need to create forces to offset the military * 
advantages that the United States now enjoys. By early in the next century - about the time when the si2e of the 
Chinese economy is projected to surpass our own - China will have developed large and capable military 
forces." 



The unclassified version of the report, approved by Defense Secretory William Cohen on April 2, 
Stated, i4 Chjna's long-term goal is to become one of the world's great powers. Its leaders envision that, * some 
point during the first half of the twenty-first century. China will be securely established as the leading. . .political 
powerin East Asia." 

According to Spence, -China has learned from the defeat of the Soviet Union in the Cold War that any 
challenge to America requires patience and strength overthe long run. The strategic problems posed by an 
emerging and well armed China may test us more than the Soviet Union ever did." 

_ The report concludes that "as an emerging great power, China will probably build its military power to 
the point where it can engage and defeat any potential enemy within the region with its convemional forces and 
can deter any global strategic threat to China's national security." According to the Defense Department report, 
China's efforts will include developments in seven areas of military capability: advanced intelligence, surveillance' 
and reconnaissance capabilities; highly accurate and stealthy ballistic and cruise missiles; enhanced command 
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and control rerworfc : unm3nne d aerial vehicfes; increased abilities for pxcision targeting and strikes ^ 
growingabihrytodenythescacontrolthatistbekeytotheUS Naw'Lili, «" B andantes, the 

In particular, the report noted that "Chinahasa large, well-established infrastructure forth* 

asa highpnonr/ for'theaterwarfightingandstnitegic attack." -^*i-rjisemissiies 
Spence expressed particular concern over the emphasis placed bv the Chinese nn th<- „„w ^ i 
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Coupled w.d,m lpro v«»d targeting and command and control networks, it is clear the Cton«e are 
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